The term Vetus Latina or 'Old Latin' (hereafter OL) is a term used to identify the Latin versions of the Bible, which were translated from the Greek and do not correspond to the Vulgate of Jerome. As Latin became ever more prominent as an imperial and commercial language in the Mediterranean world, the language of the early church became increasingly Latinate. "For if our faith should be applied to the Latin texts, they should tell us which ones; for there are nearly as many (forms) as there are copies" (Si enim latinis exemplaribus des est adhibenda, respondeant quibus; tot sunt paene quot codices). All of the biblical prefaces . who writes, "Those who have translated the scriptures from the Hebrew language into Greek can be numbered, but the Latin translators are in no way numerable. For in the early days of the faith, when a Greek book fell into someone's hand and he believed himself to have some ability in both languages, he dared to translate."
This testimony of textual diversity is supported by the manuscript evidence for the OL of Genesis. Considering the number of extant manuscripts and the scriptural citations of approximately fty church fathers, the number of variant readings is consistently overwhelming. For the Book of Genesis, the number of extant manuscripts is relatively small. There are three Vulgate manuscripts which contain OL marginalia (91, 94 and 95), two palimpsests (101 and 103), and four OL manuscripts (100, 103, 105 and 111). All of these materials are fragmentary and range in date from the fth century (e.g. 103, 105) to the sixteenth century (e.g. 94). There are nearly fty church fathers frequently cited within Bonifatius Fischer's edition of the OL of Genesis, which provide an enormous amount of textual evidence for the OL and the Vulgate. Such a large number of sources, many of which are considerably late, is due to the fact that the Vulgate did not e fectively replace the OL until the seventh century. Based on these manuscripts, Fischer has suggested the following Latin text-types for the Book of Genesis: 
